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5. (U) Speaking to press after the meeting, DAS DeShazo 
reiterated USG support for the OAS and Carter Center, noting 
that their presence facilitated a peaceful, constitutional, 
democratic and legal solution in accordance with OAS 
Resolution 833. He backed up the observers’ joint statement 
of February 13, highlighting the need to favor popular 
expression over excessive technicalities. In response to a 
question, DAS DeShazo recognized that the CNE will make the 
decision, but that it should do so free of political 
pressure. Asked about recent charges by President Chavez 
that the USG is funding allegedly seditious NGOs via the 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED) , DeShazo pointed out 
that the NED's work has an established track record for 
supporting democracy worldwide and is open to a wide range of 
political actors. Both sides in Venezuela have received 
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funding, DeShazo noted. 


6. (U) VP Rangel, after meeting with DeShazo, told reporters 
he welcomed OAS and Carter Center participation. He said 
they would widen international observation to include other 
groups that observed the signature drives. He also warned 
the USG to refrain from casting the OAS and Carter Center as 
a parallel mechanism to the sovereign authority of the CNE. 
Rangel said he had asked DeShazo what the USG response would 
be if the CNE rejected the presidential recall petition and 
said he got no response. He then added that he did not care 
what the USG thinks since the matter is exclusively 
Venezuelan. -Rangel renewed Chavez's accusations that the USG 
is funding the opposition, suggesting that those groups who 
took money might be guilty of violating a Supreme Court 
decision from 2001. 








this 





8. (U) DAS DeShazo cleared cable. 
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